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Jennifer Holmes's career in fundraising began in 2011. She has served non-profit organizations with 
missions centered in food accessibility, education, entrepreneurship, healthcare and housing. In 2021, 
Holmes, with Amelia Garza, MBA’23, MA, CFRE, co-authored and published two articles, Fundraiser Bill 
of Rights: Creating Equitable Partnerships©™ and Why Hiring Diverse Candidates is Not the First Step©. 
Holmes serves as a conference speaker and actively curates engaging panel discussions on current 
trends in philanthropy and fundraising through her leadership with the Philanthropy Club of Illinois. 
Holmes is actively involved with the Association of Fundraising Professionals-Chicago Chapter and WOC 
(Women of Color in Fundraising and Philanthropy). Holmes earned a Bachelor of Science in history from 
Illinois State University, began graduate school at DePaul University and she completed her Master of 
Arts degree in liberal studies at University of Detroit Mercy. You can find her on LinkedIn at 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/1jenniferholmes/.  

 


