Elizabeth Halajian is the Vice President of Development
for the Harris Theater for Music and Dance in Millennium
Park. She began her career in the performing arts as a
professional ballet dancer and educator. Since
transitioning into arts administration twelve years ago, her
experiences have spanned major gift and annual
fundraising, board relations, special event management,
marketing and sales, and organizational culture
leadership.

In her eight seasons with the Harris, she has led growth in
every area of the Theater’s contributed income, including
increasing the donor base by 40%, establishing a planned
giving society, directing fundraising events grossing more
than $3 million, and formalizing the Theater’s sponsorship
program.

Elizabeth holds a B.F.A. in Dance Performance from Butler University and is a graduate of
Interlochen Arts Academy. She is a board member of the Association of Fundraising
Professionals Chicago and Chicago Dancers United, an organization which improves the
lives of professionals in the dance community.



