Ishan Johnson is the newly appointed Associate Director, Philanthropy for the Art Institute of
Chicago. Previously, he served as Associate Director of Development for Chicago Opera Theater,
where he oversaw individual & planned giving, special events, and an endowment campaign. As
Manager of Auxiliary Relations for Chicago History Museum, he transformed the volunteer donor
experience, exceeding all financial and membership goals. He is a graduate of the AFP Chicago
Fellows program, was awarded the 2019 Chamberlain Scholarship, and proudly serves on the
Board of Directors as Vice-President of IDEA. As a member of the public engagement and jr.
member committees for the Arts Club of Chicago, Ishan proudly advocates for equity and access
within one of our city’s greatest cultural institutions. He holds a Vocal Performance degree from
Boston University, and held a professional career as an opera singer for more than a decade.



